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Giving a Gift of Healing and Hope
Imagine, at the height of the holidays,
scrambling to flee your home to reach
safety. What’s most important is
saving yourself and your children.
When one family found its way to
safety at Harbor House, a small girl’s
first question was, “Mama, how will
Santa find me here?”
The child’s dream of a season of joy
and magic didn’t end when the family
reached safety. Her mother’s heart still
yearned to glimpse the sparkle in her
daughter’s eyes as she opened that
special gift. The mother’s present would
be celebrating the love and warmth of
the season with a happy child. Together,
they would take their first steps as a
family to a future free of abuse.
Thanks to your generosity last
year, Santa did not overlook
any child at Harbor House.
Yet we haven’t been able to
forget the little girl’s question.
As we’ve pondered how best
to help survivors during the
holidays, we have also
thought about how to
help everyone at Harbor
House take important
steps toward hope
and healing. And
although gifts under
a tree are important,
you provide so
much more by
letting survivors
know you care

about them in this special season. How?
Incorporate survivors and their
children as you plan gifts for your
family and friends.
Houses of faith, businesses, neighborhoods, groups of friends, or civic
groups can do the same thing.
As you have been blessed, share your
abundance with survivors during this
special season of giving.
Having a holiday party? Ask your
guests to bring Visa or Wal-Mart gift
cards or adopt a family in advance
and fill their stockings.
Want to focus your children on the
spirit of giving? Encourage
them to hold a bake sale that
goes toward the purchase
of gift cards or buys gifts
for an adopted family.
The deadline for all
donations is Friday,
December, 19, 2014.
To find out where and
how, contact Sydney
McBride at smcbride
@harborhousefl.
com or 407-8862244, ext. 231. Or
learn more about
our Gifts for Hope
campaign at
http://www.harbor
housefl.com/giftsof-hope/

Gift ideas for survivors, children
• You can buy and donate Wal-Mart
or Visa gift cards for survivors at
our shelter. Just as you are blessed
to pick the perfect gift for someone
in your life, you will give these
parents the same choice to see their
children’s delight and surprise when
their wish comes true.
• You can adopt an individual family,
and shop for special items on their
wish lists.
• Shop on behalf of the children
at Harbor House for gifts so they
can surprise their parents. Those
gifts — such as ladies pajamas
(any size), items from Bath & Body
Works, inexpensive jewelry —
include anything that would make
parents feel the special love of their
children. Other gifts for parents,
especially for those families nearing
the time when they are transitioning
from the shelter to a new home,
include gifts of twin bedding
or towels.
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Focus On: Community Awareness
Do you know how to Recognize, Respond, Refer?
Have you been trained how to Recognize, Respond and
Refer? We offer this training on the first Tuesday of every
month from 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Marks Street Senior
Center, 99 E. Marks Street, in downtown Orlando. You
will learn how to recognize abuse, respond to survivors,
and how to get them the help they need to be safe. This
training is open to all members of our community. You can
also take the course online. Register at http://www.harbor
housefl.com/educationtraining/. Want to know more?
Contact Stephanie Kresl at skresl@harborhousefl.com

Breakfast takes hopeful message to leaders

Join us at the Purple Door Breakfast
WHAT: The 38th Annual Purple
Door Breakfast — held during
Domestic Violence Awareness
Month in October — is filled with
inspiration, uplifting messages of
hope and captivating stories of
survival and transformation.
WHEN: Wednesday, October 22, 2014, registration from
8-8:30 a.m. with breakfast starting promptly at 8:30 a.m.
and ending promptly at 9:30 a.m.
WHERE: First Baptist Church of Orlando — Faith Hall, 3000
S. John Young Pkwy, Orlando, FL 32805
WHY: The goal of the Purple Door Breakfast is to stop the
cycle of domestic abuse by ensuring that all survivors have the
resources needed for themselves and their children to achieve
their goals, both in safe short-term housing and beyond.
You will be given the opportunity to make a financial gift;
however, there is no obligation to give. You will help save a
life by opening the door to a new beginning for the many
thousands of survivors in need of safety, courage, and hope.
REGISTER online at http://www.harborhousefl.com/
purpledoor/

Above: Skip Valet, Vice President and
General Manager of WKMG-TV, welcomes
people to the breakfast. Right: Dr. Richard
Lapchick, Endowed Chair and Director
of the DeVos Sports Management
Program at UCF, steps up to sign the
new Purple Door.
Straightforward advice for employers:
Take tangible steps to make a
difference before domestic violence
spills over to workplaces. “Be prepared”
was the focus throughout Norbert
“Bert” J. Alicea’s message to prominent business executives
and community leaders at our 2nd Annual Men of Courage
breakfast September 4.
Employers can heighten awareness to prevent abuse before
it occurs, and Harbor House is an ideal resource, said
Alicea, the Vice President of EAP+Work/Life Services for
Health Advocate. He emphasized
that it’s significant but easy to
sensitize workplaces to abuse.
He also stressed the importance
of training everyone — not just
human-relations professionals —
to Recognize, Respond and Refer.
Harbor House thanks Verizon, its
Men of Courage Presenting Sponsor for a second year, as well as
WKMG Local 6, Health Advocate
and the Doubletree Hilton.
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Door-hangers promote courageous steps
Our 5th Annual It Takes Courage event on Saturday,
November 15, targets neighborhoods around UCF and
Valencia College’s West Campus. Door-hangers are going
to be carried into apartments, dorm rooms and homes. The
goal is simple: Get the right information to the right people
at the right time to save lives, including our 24-hour hotline.
Last year, we had 724 volunteers on 45 teams fan out across
Orlando, visiting apartment complexes and subdivisions. In
three hours, 20,323 door hangers were distributed. In the
48 hours after the event, we saw a 200% increase in hotline
calls, and 66 injunctions for protection filed.
You can help save lives by being a part of this fun, effective
community outreach campaign with Harbor House in
partnership with the Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer, the Orlando
Police Department, the Orange County Sheriff’s Office, the
Orange County Clerk of Court’s Office, the University of
Central Florida and Valencia College. For more information,
contact Yelitza Zamora at yzamora@harborhousefl.com
Register online at www.harborhousefl.com/
ittakescourage/
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Paint the town purple
Who knows what surprising places
around town you’ll encounter the
color purple during October? When
you see landmarks and iconic scenes
bathed in purple, grab your phone and
take a photo! Then tweet the image
to @HarborHouseFL.

New service sites open in Pine Hills and Bithlo
In addition to its safe and secure
campus, Harbor House now has 12
service sites for survivors to seek
support. A new site in Pine Hills, with
an advocate who speaks Creole, will
help people in the Haitian community,
while our new location in Bithlo targets
residents in the rural community.
Harbor House CEO Carol Wick
announced the new sites at a press
conference August 12.

Bithlo is a small east Orange County
community of 8,700 people, of which
nearly 27 percent is Hispanic, according
to the census.
Pine Hills, in west Orange County
with nearly 70,000 people, is
73 percent black, many them Haitians,
and 11 percent Hispanic. The area
has the highest rates of domestic
violence and child abuse in
the county.

Wear purple. Display purple. Dedicate
yourself to end the violence and
support survivors at Harbor House.
October is Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.

Ready, get set for Preach-In 2015
The inaugural Preach-In, at the start of Domestic Violence
Awareness Month 2014, was an intersection of powerful
insights. In three days, more than 40 houses of worship
— spanning four denominations in two states and 13
counties — participated. There are many people and many
faiths with a shared connection: the Golden Rule. During
Preach-In, each faith leader began a dialogue about what
healthy relationships look like.
Want to hear this message where you worship? Save the
dates October 2-4, 2015. You can invite your faith leader to
participate in the 2nd Annual Central Florida Healthy
Relationship Preach-In next year. Help us enlist more
participation in 2015.
Contact mayala@HarborHouseFL.com to learn more.

A powerful message was shared by many faith leaders. Among
them (left to right, top row) were Pastor Paula White, Pastor
Anthony D. Davis, Sr., Imam Abdurahman Sykes, Bishop Gregory
O. Brewer, (bottom row) Pastor Daniel Forbes, Pastor Scott George,
Chueh Fan and Dr. Angel E. Marcial Estades.

CEO CORNER
Our 2013-2014 Impact Report is
available, and I invite you to download
it from our website. The report lays
out our comprehensive approach to
making Central Florida safer.
When you read the report, I hope you
connect more deeply with our mission.
One person at a time, one neighborhood
CAROL WICK, CEO
at a time, we are making a difference
because of those who invest in Harbor House.

When we protect ourselves and those
around us, we ensure that everyone lives
safely in community. What we do means so
much, and what you do means so much.
Thank you for believing in our mission, supporting survivors, and walking this journey
with us toward a safer Central Florida.
To read the report, visit www.HarborHouseFL.
com/2014ImpactReport
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Leave a legacy through estate planning
Survivors at Harbor
House are deeply
grateful for your heart
— your commitment
and passion to help
end domestic violence
in their families. Did
you know that you
can live on in their
hearts forever?
Thoughtful estate planning makes it possible to extend your
care and concern to adults, children and pets at Harbor
House for generations to come. For example, when you
make a bequest to Harbor House in your will, your legacy
gift will be placed in an endowment fund. Then, Harbor
House will use the return on your investment each year to
prevent and end abuse in Central Florida … your generosity
will continue endlessly.
If you haven’t had a conversation about estate planning,
you can start one. Contact Michelle Brady Palmer at
MPalmer@HarborHouseFL.com, an estate planner or your
lawyer for more information.

For more information, please contact:
Harbor House of Central Florida
P.O. Box 680748 • Orlando, FL 32868
Hotline: 407-886-2856 | www.harborhousefl.com
DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP
RECOGNIZE | RESPOND | REFER

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Wednesday,
October 22, 2014

Saturday,
November 15, 2014

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes Orlando

®

THE INTERNATIONAL MEN’S MARCH TO STOP RAPE, SEXUAL ASSAULT & GENDER VIOLENCE

Thursday,
March 12, 2015
For more information about all events, visit www.harborhousefl.com

Board Member Highlight
Meet Ron Sachs, who has volunteered at Harbor
House for the past 12 years, all but one of
those as a member of our Board of Directors.
Ron is our “go to” guy any time any Harbor
House has mechanical or facilities issues, or
decides to build another project. He was a
commercial property manager for more than 40 years in
St. Louis and Orlando before he retired.
The home we’ve built at Harbor House would not be home
without Ron, who worked closely with both architects and
general contractors during his career.
Thank you, Ron, for all you’ve done, and for all you do.

DONATE TODAY!
Yes, I would like to help you fulfill your mission of eliminating domestic abuse
in Central Florida. You can count on my support to help survivors right now.
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑

GIVE ONLINE AT:
www.harborhousefl.com

$1,000 sponsors a family’s entire stay in Safe Short Term Housing
$500 provides child care, activities and three healthy meals a day for a child’s stay in Safe Short Term Housing
$250 sponsors a pet’s stay in our kennel
$125 sponsors one night of Safe Short Term Housing for a family in crisis
$65 sponsors one night of Safe Short Term Housing for a survivor in crisis
$27 provides a survivor with emergency safety planning with an experienced crisis advocate

❑ I would like to donate $______________ every month to help support domestic abuse survivors.
❑ CHECK (payable to Harbor House of Central Florida)
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________
HOME ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP: ___________________________________________________________________
PHONE:_________________________ EMAIL:____________________________________________
CORPORATE OR ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATION: _______________________________________
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